cCTION

~ Tni the following Sheets, the Author hath
ftudioufly avoided every Thing which is
perfonal among ourfelves. Compliments
as well as cenfure to Individuals make no
Part thereof. The wife, and the worthy,
peed not the Triumph of 2 Pamphlet ; and
thofe whofe Sentiments are injudicious, or
unfriendly, will ceafe of themfelves unlefs
too much Pains are beftowed upon their
Convetfion.

The Caufe of America is ini a great Mea-
fure the Caufe of all Mankind. Many
“ircumftances hath, and will arife, which
are not local, but univerfal, and through
which the Principles of all Lovers of Man-
kind are affc@ed, and in the Event of
which, their Affcétions are interefted. The
laying a Country defolate with Fire and
Sword, declaring War agaioft the natural
Rights of all Mankind, and extirpating the
D.fenders thereof from the Face of the
Earth, is the Concern of every Man to
whom Nature hath given the Power of
feeling ; of which Clafs, regardlefs of Party
Cenlure, is the

AUTHOR:

COMMON SENSE.

Of the Origin and Defign of GOVERNMENT
in general, with concife Remarks on tbe
Encrisn CoNsTITUTION.

OME writers have fo confounded focicty
thh. government, as to leave little or
no diftin&ion between them; wheress,

they are not only different, but have diffe-

rent origins. Society is produced by our
wants, and government by our wickednefs;
the former promotes our happinefs po/fitively
by uniting our affctions, the latter negatively
by reftraining our vices. The one en-
courages intercourfe, the other creates dis-
tin@ions. 'The firft is a patron, the laft a

~ punifher,

’ i)
Society in every ftate is a bleffing, but

Government even in its beft ftate is but 2

neceflary evil 3 in its worlt ftate an into-
lerable one: for when we fuffer, or are ex=
pofed to the fame miferies by a Government,

which we might expeét in a country witbout

Gavernment, our calamity is heightened by
B refledt-

Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense”

ralélrftﬁ ;glllles \f\gSti I?ditio&.(publ_ished January 10, 1776) of Thomas Paine’s celebrated pamphlet which was instru-

Gt IR gestgu r%ub ulf ang}?éogul}?lliizgi off Andep'en’dence. lPa{)rig urged immediate independence not merely

PP i e et e Americaoi merica’s moral obligation to the world. In ringing terms he de-
1 © . n that hour was the cause of lib i i

the first publicist to discover and articulate America’s destiny and her mi;sig;t};nle;l a&frgznlxlgl(‘iml’ame o
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